The book contains about 280 pages of which about one-third is taken up with history and experimental work, about one-third with case histories of patients treated according to the author's scheme, and one-third by a historical listing of the concepts of shock together with a bibliography of 533 titles. The author's method of treatment is not unusual except for the frequent use of the specific gravity method of following blood and plasma concentration and the determination of serum potassium. Successful treatment is thought to be indicated by evidences of dilution of blood and serum and a fall in concentration of potassium.
It is easy to criticize any concept of shock, because the term has been applied to a number of states widely dissimilar in origin if not in final result. The reviewer believes that the author does not give proper emphasis to loss of electrolyte and immobilization of extracellular electrolyte as a cause of shock. While the author is undoubtedly correct in noting the close correlation between a rise in serum potassium and a grave prognosis, his explanation of the cause of the rise is not convincing. Little mention is made of the fact that potassium is continually being added to serum by the normal processes of cellular metabolism and that disruption of renal function can lead to abnormal concentrations of potassium in serum. Tissue anoxia and cellular injury and destruction undoubtedly accelerate the ingress of potassium into extracellular fluids, but these events of themselves probably do not lead to potassium poisoning if renal function can be maintained. The book will undoubtedly help doctors successfully treat patients suffering from shock, and investigators will find the bibliography and data an aid to the further investigation that seems indicated. DANIEL C. DARROW. 
